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‘FORT "COLLINS —~-A’ jury iof -
. nine women and three men wilkre-
- sume deliberations today*ir the tri- - §
al of Eugene- Tafoya on charges.of ;
attempted murder and_conspiracy. - §
The- jurors are-sorting-through a .- |
- maze of testimony about-the CI
and fdreign-intelligence operatfons
¢ in the¢case of the retired’Green
Beret, charged with shooting a Lib=3%
yanstudent.s.. - . Lo
The' case~ went to the Larime
" County % District :Court :jury
Wednesday . afternoon- after~ Dis-. ;
- trict Attorney Stuart VanMeveren— '
pictured Tafoya in his closing argu- N o ¢
ments-as an experienced. soldier B
who bungled what. may have been:~: . ..
his first job.as a professional hit _Eugene

MAR. - ot ey R TEEEUE LSEIE e

' Defense.. attorney - Walter =/ %> Ty ey
i Gerash; as he has throughout, por- - spent~thenight at a: local motel
+ trayed Tafoya in his closing: state-.

of the shooting. Zagallai ' was shot :

in blindness in one eye.. 3 .. ™~ |

L

3% United Press infemational
Tatoya .- oobsmR x

P

ment to-the jjury as‘a highly deco-- homesi iz 2y Jiv

- rated ‘soldier* and ' patriot abans'- - Tafoya, 45, who lives in:Truth or °.

- first-name-only marrTafdya identi§ Withrattempted first-degree mur:- : ‘hit man. This orow.
fied as His CI AZContac_t. \X o ¥ 3 dera d conspiracy ' to "f commit. experienced - hit man. This may.
gL dom'.thinke Taioyal-patri"Ilrder; Both crimes are Class:2
ism should be forgotten orthat this.- " ¢ Ik [y € . ment to the jiry, Gerash retirned.
soldier showld be left out:in-the-s tlon-for a Class 2 felony-calls fora ., memgylgat Zagallai was a’
cold. And if John and the CIA have-; Prison term of eight to 12 years. A. disrupter of Middle East peace in'
forgotten.about Tafoya, will.you?” Judge may, ;f\‘l‘x.e finds aggravating .'whom the CIA' would” naturally.
Gerash asked thejury which will< clrcumstances, impose a prison have taken an interest. 5 = -,
decide Tafoya’s guilt or innocence: | term=of up to-24 years for convic: Ty one point; Gerash-either in-a
- The jury deliberated. for' about, '1on 0lta Class 2felony. . . ;5. p, oy 906 PO SRS ora display
. five hours. Wednesdayafternoonz: For five weeks, Gerash and Van-- of theatrics, broke down and cried
- and evening in the heavily guarded  Meveren. had clashed over-What . yrile reading.2 citation for hero.:
~Larimer.County Courthouse, then -prompted the Oct. 14, 1980 shooting - jsim which Tafoya received for ac-.
. adjourned for the night about 10:30-. of Libyan dissident Faisal Zagallai, . yjons he took in Vietnam in October :
¢ p.m. Deliberations are to resume: thgn'a=_studen_t;"at Colorado State 1965, - et xe L miE
at 9 am. today::Judge J.' Robert~ University. Tafoya has acknowl-: . Among the spectators as Gerash .
. Miller has sequestered the jury ' edged'that he shot Zagallai. The -wept were Zagallai and his wife,

during deliberations, something he-—~ question the-jury has to decide.is Farida, who stayed for the lengthy:
e ke, ORI MUY SR ce e L

* -declined.to do during the testimony- Why. - conire, L e
- phase of the trial, and the jurors:: 'Gerash contends Tafoya was de-' CONTINTUED
o o , RN : j-‘.\' s _‘;,_\’\'?Ls e‘m-..n.;n:, »”';;‘;-7‘- :,;’,i-‘.:~, e
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livering a. message- for the CIA:
when he went.to Zagallai's Fort
Collins apartment. But'VanMev-3
..eren told the jury 5Wednesday§
afoya received an order. to kill?
agallai, whom he called a ““ a crit- 4
ic of Libya and a critic of Libyan B
leader Moammar Khadafy.” .
7.VanMeveren said “Zagallai ‘was #
‘in fear for His life at the time that i
_Tafoya, posing as-a job recruiter, bl
arrived at’his apartment the nigh 3
twice in the head; one bullet pass- ;f

ing through his brain and resulting 4

Al

.

anMeveren alleged that Tafoya i
“‘has ‘close ties:with' Libya,” and 2
was there in the months before the By
- shooting and within five days aiterj_j
-Zagallai was shot at Fort Collins: .- Y

.+ “He (Tafoya) has heen called ayg
1 Soldier- left out in-the: cold. The
.-~ facts arethat Tafoya was a retired !
- military man looking forwork with
urning .to -their -2 foreign government to do subver- =

rather than r ?t PP totheu' " sive or counter-subversive wor A
- Said VanMeveren. “He may have %

. . At Abeen an experienced officer or sol- ;-
doned-hy. the-CIA-and *Johm;}'-ttié} - Consequences, N-M.,+is- charged=~ yio e tlgfdoesn't mean he is an’:

have been his first assignment.” -
. As he had in his opening state- -
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.closmg arguments whxch began

- late Wednesday morning and con-~

p'mg explosives to Libya.™ - "

- CIA officials testified at the trial
that Tafoya never worked for the
. agency, - but acknowled,,ed ‘there
_ might be -circumstances in which.

cluded about five hours later. Both-_the CIA would. deny such employ-

of them had testified during the-tn-»-

_al, as had Tafoya. : -

- Gerash ;contended - that Zagal-

- lai’s. views of Middle East politics

- dovetailed perfectly’ with Tafoya’s
- CIA-directed . -mission;,- whiclahe
- said was.-to tell'Zagallai to stop
making broadcasts.to the Middle

. ‘East which - were- wndermmmg‘ ’
- ‘peace between.-Egyptand Israel. % : s
. 'Tafoya had:testified that he wasi—-shooting- him- enly--after Zagallai.- _“txmes and almitted on the’ witness .

* involved witly.€IA missions- whiles’ prevented his- escape. by pulling ‘,-Stand that’ Zagallax was "easy to-
.’in- Vietnam, :and Gerash - sauﬁ’ him'back into the apartment.
. .Tafoya’g CIArconnecnorrconhnued?‘s-«
. later when he'met a CIAzagent by'/, version of the story, claiming that'
.~ the name-of-*‘John”” who:ordered®" -Zagallai was-physxcally at the mer-... eren. “There’i is no question there*}
 him to go to: Libya using as-his ™ *cy of Tafoya. The prosecutor noted., Was a struggle. There: is no.ques~:

. .“cover” employment with Ed Wil- -
son, a former CIA operative now

.. under indictment. for illegally shl_p- ‘Beret and 60 pounds hghter - i

ment

- As for ‘Tafoya’s.-claim’ that héi

“-tials, hadn't taken a loyalty oath in
-connection with CIA- employment

worked for the CIA, VanMeveren
said Tafoya had: no.CIA creden-}

zand couldn’t remember: the last
.-name of his CIA contact “John.” .1

-day that working for the CIA may w;ment pxtte,d a man of more than 20
-lead to a situation where a person pyears’ military experience-against.-

. Gerash, however said Wednes- - :P The scene. in Zagallai's apart.

is abandoned or “cut out” by the-sa studious Libyan who was. much
agency: Tafoya, he said,; had been : ‘ssmaller and suffering form.a bad"
“cut out” after he-had to shoot Za- ;. knee and - elbow, .. the prosecutor
gallamn self-defense -He claimed., sald. S

Zagallai - pulled a>weapon after, . . “VanMveren claxmed that Tafoya

Tafoya. dehvered the CIA 'message, - had the situation well in hand at all.

- control.”” i b
2 *The defendant controlled the
-entire smxauo sa.xd Van' Mev-]

BuffVanMeverenseoffed at that s

‘ that’,Zagallai’ was several- inches: tion' there was blood splattered all -
“-shorter: than" the. former" green -over the apartment. And there is-
no questxon whose bIood that i 1s »o

.i,,u_,
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